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New Puget Sound
Salmon Seasons

Area 5: July 1-August 15,
two salmon limit, release wild
chinook, wild coho and chum
(seeclosurespages109-110).
August 16-September 15,
Daily limit two salmon,
release chinook, wild coho and
chum (see closures pages 109-
110).

September 16-30, two salmon
limit, release chinook and
chum (see closures pages 109-
110).

November 1-30, two salmon
[imit, only onechinook.

Area 6: July 1-August 15,
two salmon limit, release wild
chinook, wild coho and chum
(see closures and special rules
pages110-111).

July 1-August 15, two salmon
limit release chinook, wild
coho and chum (see closures
and specia rules pages 110-
111).

August 16-September 30,
two salmon limit, release
chinook, wild coho and chum
(see closures and special rules
pages110-111).

October 1-31, Two salmon
l[imit, only one chinook (see
closures and special rules
pages110-111).

February 16-April 10, one
salmon limit (see closures and
special rulespages110-111).

Salmon Area 7: July 1-July
13, two salmon limit, only one
may be a Chinook (see

Seminars

by John Martinis

Put these Seminarson your
calendar. You areinvited to all
three seminarsthat will be
presented by John Martinis

Salmon Seminar March 11 at
Bayside Marine: sponsored by
Everett Steelhead and Salmon
Club. The public is invited. Map
click here.

Shrimping Seminar April 2nd at
Bayside Marine: sponsored by
CCA (Coastal Conservation
Association).  The public is
invited.

Halibut Seminar, March 17, at
Everett Fireman's Hall, 2411
Hewitt, Everett. Sponsored by
Everett Steelhead and Salmon
Club. The public is invited. Map
clickhere.

All my seminars are open to the
public andthereisno chargefor the
seminars.

Fishing the
San Juan’s

One of the most asked questions of
the day lately is, “where are the
salmon?’ If you are in the tackle
business, sometimes it is not too
much fun to give customers the
unpleasant news. It is much more
fun and invigorating to me and the

customer to share some good
fishing thoughtsand stories. Puget
Sound Chinook (Blackmouth) has
been a story of woe these past two
months. Some bright spots, yes.
But, by and large, some pretty
tough salmon fishing. My
November column was a great
story of one good day of salmon
fishing at Useless Bay. However,
that story hasbeen hard to repest.

Many years the salmon fishing can
be good in Puget Sound and not so
hot in the San Juan Islands. Four or
five years ago the San Juan'shad a
two year rough stretch while we
had good salmon fishing in Puget
Sound. Anglersin Anacortes and
Bellingham thought winter salmon
fishing was a an end while the
Anglers in the Everett/Edmonds
area were enjoying some good
times. This is how winter salmon
fishing goes. These fish are very
mobile and they do not live on a
schedulethat saysthat they haveto
be at a particular place a a
predefined time. These fish are
very nomadic and are seeking the
greenest pastures so that they can
survive.

This brings us to what the January
“Fishing Journal” isall about. The
San Juan Idands is enjoying
some great winter Chinook
fishing. Beforel getinto the heart
of the salmon fishing, here is an
email that | had written to “Joe”
and hisreply after he followed my
advice. These two emails pretty
much spells out where | am going
with the January *“Fishing
Journal”:

From: JamNWl1@aol.com
.com]



http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&expIds=17259,24788,27690,27698,27743&sugexp=egsisas&xhr=t&cp=14&wrapid=tljp129057184234330&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=bayside+marine+everett&fb=1&gl=us&hq=bayside+marine&hnear=Everett,+WA&cid=0,0,1888869344156565662&ei=P5DsTKfLOebsnQe_huWbAg&sa=X&oi=local_result&ct=image&resnum=2&sqi=2&ved=0CBgQnwIwAQ
http://everettsteelheadandsalmonclub.com/location.html

closurespage112).

August 1-Sept 30, two salmon
l[imit, only one may be a
Chinook, release wild Coho
and chum (see closures page
112).

October 1-31, two salmon
l[imit, only one may be a
Chinook (see closures page
112).

December 1-April 30, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook (see closures page
112)

Area 8-1: August 1-
September 30, two salmon
limit, rel ease Chinook.
November 1-April 30, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook.

October 1-October 31, daily
limit two Coho in Oak Harbor
Fishery (seepage115).

Area 8-2: August 1-
September 30, two salmon
limit, rel ease Chinook.
October 1-October 31,
special closure area in the
south part of 8-2, (see page
117).  Two samon limit,
rel ease Chinook.

November 1-April 30, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook.

Tulalip Bubble: June 4-June
18, Open Friday through
Monday Noon. Closed on June
19. Twosamonlimit.

June 20-September 6, two
samon limit. Open Friday
through Monday Noon.
September 11-26, open
Saturday and Sunday, limit
two salmon.

Area 9: July 16-August 31,
two salmon limit, release wild

Sent: Thursday, December 16,
2010 9:18 P M
To: digits@####
Subject: Re: San Juans

Hi Joe,

I would fish Middle Bank on a
small tide if the wind is calm. |
would fish Lopez Flats on an
outgoing tide and Eagle Bluff
(Cypress Is) on an incoming
tide.

John

Subject: RE: San Juans

Date: 12/23/2010 9:31:35 A.M.
Pacific Standard Time

From: digits@##H#

Reply To:

To: JamNW1@aol.com

MorningJohn,

FYIl: Fished Eagle Bluff last
Sunday on theincomingtide. My
buddy, who just started fishing
for salmon, hooked into a hawg,
and snapped the line. I'll never
leave suspect, old line on a real
again. | should've known better.
Dangit!

Fished Lopez Flats on the
outgoing tide, first time I've
fished there, and caught two: 1
about 10-12|bs, 1 about 8-101bs,
right on the bottom. What a
blast, and such a beautiful day it
was!

Thanks, asalways, for thetip.

Happy Holidays to you and
yours!

Chegers,
JoeS.

Salmon fishing is good in the San
Juan lIslands, Quite good!

ohasq

Substantially good! It hasnot been
this good in many years. My best
advice is this. Please go and
experience winter Chinook fishing
atit'sbest. | will arm you with all
the information you need to go
fishing in the Isands and to be
successful. “Jo€”, the man in the
email had never fished for salmon
inthelslandsever. That caneasily
beyouinthenext email. Itiseasy
to fish for salmon in the San Juan's
if youfollow my advice.

Let's start out by talking about two
of the three places that |
recommended in my email to Joe,
Lopez Flatsand Eagle Bl uff.

Eagle Bluff (Eagle Cliff) on the
north end of CypressIsland isone
of the most classic salmon fishing
spotsthat | know of. You getit all
at this spot. You can fish close to
the rocks, you can follow abar and
it is al done on one tide. What
more do you need from a salmon
fishing spot? Predictability and
highonthefunfactor.

Before you get al excited about
going to fish for salmon at Eagle
Bluff, consult the tide book. This
placeonly fisheswell whenthetide
is coming in. Don't waste your
timegoing herewaiting for thetide
to change because you will be
wasting your time. Only fish here
when the tide isrising. There are
better placestofishwhenthetideis
going out. We will get to those
placeslater.

To properly fish Eagle Bluff we
have to dissect the area between
Tide Point and Eagle Bluff. Like
all places to fish for salmon, you
don't go here and just throw your
line out and start hauling in the
fish. Youhavetothink thingsout a
little. “Wheredothefishwantto

Shellfish Hotline 1-866-880-5421




Chinook (seeclosureareapage
111).

September 1-30, two salmon
limit, release Chinook and
chum.

October 1-31, two salmon
limit, release Chinook (see
closurearea).

November 1-30, two salmon
limit, release wild Chinook
(seeclosureareq)

January 16-April 15, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook (seeclosurearea)

Area 10: June 1-30, Catch
and release, (see open areaon
pagel2l).

July1-15, two salmon limit,
release Chinook (see closure
areq).

July 2-August 8, Elliot Bay
specia fishery. Open Friday
through Sunday. Two salmon
limit. (See special rules on
page 120).

July 16-August 31, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook (see closure area and
additional rules page 121).
August 1, release Chum.
September 1-30, two salmon
limit, release wild Chinook
(see closure area). Release
Chumthrough September 15.
October 1-January 31, two
salmon limit, release wild
Chinook (seeclosureareapage
120).

Area 11: June 1-September
30, two salmon limit, release
wild Chinook (see closures
page122).

October 1-31, two salmon
limit.

November 1-December 31,
two salmon limit, only one
Chinook.

February 1-April 30, two

be on different stages of the tide?’
When the tide is all the way low
andjust startingto comein, thefish
come around Tide Point and get in
the back eddy that isformed on the
north end of Cypress Island. At
this stage of thetide, | like to stay
on the western half of the fishing
area(seeMap). Thisareaisalittle
rocky. So be careful not to hang up
on the bottom. Not so careful that
you are not fishing within 5-10 feet
of the bottom. Just be cautious.
The bottom on this end of run has
somegreat contoursthat holdsfish.

Asthetide approachesthe halfway
point of coming in, stay close to
Eagle Bluff. This area can be
identified by a rock outcropping
that comes right to the water (see
Map). Itisdeep (90feet) right next
to the rocks. One of the greatest
fishing spotsthat | know of isright
here. This is where your really
have to pay close attention to what
| have to say if you want to be
better than everyone else who
fishesfor saimon here. Thereisa
bar startsat therock. Thebar takes
ahard |eft to the north and goesfor
approximately 100 yards and then
takes a hard right to the east. On
thiscorner that | just described lays
the high percentagefishing area. |
have had many of my greatest
salmon fishing days ever at this
exact spot. My Dad and | have
pulled into this spot many times
and taken out four Chinook while
the other boats tried to mimic what
weweredoing. Wewerenot better
anglers; we had a better
understanding of the stages of the
tide and the bottom contour. You
can't just go to the spot | just
described on any stage of the tide
hook up onsalmon. You havetobe
there on the last half of the tide.
Specifically, the last hour of the
tide. | don't leavethisareathelast

ohasq

You can fish bait or gear at Eagle
Bluff. | prefer flashers and squid
or flashers and spoons. If you are
going to use flashers and squid, |
would recommend using needle
fish sguid such as the Goldstar
NG142R (green/glow). If you are
going to use spoons, | would
recommend the 3.5 Goldstar Red
Racer Kingfisher spoon or the
Goldstar 3.5 Cookies and Cream
Kingfisher spoon. The two
flashers that | always recommend
arethe Hot Spot Red Racer flasher
or the Hot Spot purple Haze
flasher. Many times there are too
many dog fish to fish with bait at
Eagle Bluff. Lance Brown who
won the Friday Harbor
Resurrection Derby purchased 10
packages of herring from me the
day before the derby and ended up
winning the derby on aflasher and
spoon. So, thereis nothing magic
about herring. It is just another
thingtouse.

hour of thetide!

Back to the email. “Joe” fished
EagleBluff ontheincomingtideas
| recommended to him and then
went to Lopez Flats on the
outgoing tideas| recommend. He
had a successful day of salmon
fishing by following some ssimple
directions.

Lopez Flats is not as technica as
fishing at Eagle Bluff. It is more
like fishing Possession Bar. You
can troll up and down the flats in
search of a salmon. Lopez Flats
fishesthe best on an outgoing tide.
Start fishing just inside of Bird
Rocks in 90-100 feet of water and
troll to the North towards James
Island. Like most other places,
fish within 5-10 feet of the bottom.
I wish | could offer some red
magicfor fishingthisspot, butitis

Shellfish Hotline 1-866-880-5421



http://johnssportinggoods.com/Map Eagle Bluff Color.pdf
http://johnssportinggoods.com/Map Eagle Bluff Color.pdf

salmon limit, release wild
Chinook (See Closure page
122).

Crab

MarineAreas
9& 10
Open November
15, seven daysa
week through
January 2, 2011

MarineAreas
5& 6
Open seven daysa
week through
January 2, 2011

MarineAreas
12 & 13
Open seven daysa
week through

January 2, 2011

If you find any mistakesin the
seasons that | have stated
please call John Martinis
immediately: 425-259-3056

aseasy as | have stated. Thereis
plenty of room to move around at
Lopez as opposed to Eagle. Stick
with the same gear as| have stated
earlier. (seeMap)

Tackle Mechanic

Scotty Downrigger
Maintenance

Scotty Downriggers need a little
preventative maintenance to keep
them functioning properly. Keep
your downrigger clean by lightly
misting the downrigger off with
water when you are done using it.
Do not squirt the hose directly into
the spool and brake mechanism. If
you do this the brake pads will
absorb water and not function
properly. Use the hose in
moderation. If the brake pads are
too wet, the downrigger ball will
come up, stop, and immediately go
back out on its own. The brake
pads need to be replaced when this
problem occurs. This will not be
covered by thewarranty.

If the downrigger ball is going out
slowly, try loosening the belt
tensioner a very small amount.
Only loosen the bolts on the belt
tensioner a small amount. If you
loosen the bolts too much the nuts
will drop out of the case. Do no
perform this on the water! If the
problem persists, the spool needsto
be removed and the spool shaft
needsto begreased.

Thank Youl

| want to personally thank all of
you who shopped at John’s
Sporting Goods this past year.
2010 was my 37th year at the store
and | am planning on doing this a
few more years. Thisis till fun
after all thoseyears. .Thank you.
JohnMartinis

ohasq

Everett
Blackmouth
Derby
March 19th, 2011
Only 100 Tickets
$100 per Boat

Ticketsavailable at
John’s Sporting Goods
Everett Steelhead and
Salmon Club

DerbyRules:

1. Sales will be limited to 100
Derby Tickets at a cost of $100
each. One Derby Ticket per boat
allows up to four pre-registered
anglers. Ticket sales will close on
Friday, March 18, 2010 at close of
businessat listed outlets.

2. Only one Blackmouth Salmon
entry per registered angler. The
angler who caught the fish must be
present to enter the fish and be
listed on the derby “Angler
Registration Form”.

3. All fish will be GUTTED and
GILLED by the angler prior to
being weighed. You are
responsible to bring the “Angler
Registration Form” attached to
your packet to theweigh station. If
lost, the “ Angler Registration
Form” will not bereplaced.

4. Only one Derby prize per angler
and that angler MUST be present
with the “Angler Registration
Form” a Awards Ceremony to
clam the prize. Any unclaimed
prizes will be donated to the
Everett Steelhead and Samon
Club.

5. Weigh-in will be from 2pm until
4pm at the 10th Street Public Boat
Launch off of Marine View Drive,
Everett. All timeswill beaccording
to Cell Phone time. Deadline for
weigh-in shall be followed. Prizes

Shellfish Hotline 1-866-880-5421



http://johnssportinggoods.com/Map Lopez Flats Color.pdf

awarded following weigh-in, at
Bayside Marine. Entrant’s legal
Catch Record Card must accompany
the individual and fish to be weighed
for evidence that a Blackmouth
Salmon was caught within Derby and
WDFW rules. Thisis an all weather
Derby.

6. All Washington State Department
of Fish and Wildlife rules apply.
Fishing will be allowed in open areas
of Marine Areas 8-1, 8-2 & 9 Only.
Only alegally hooked, Sport Caught,
Blackmouth Salmon is dligible to
win. If in the opinion of the Derby
officials any attempt is made to
artificially enhance, deceive or
circumvent derby rules, including
weight of fish, that person WILL be
immediately disqualified from this
and al future Everett Steelhead and
Salmon Club Blackmouth Derbies
and criminal charges WILL be
pursued.

7. Tieswill be broken by the earliest
timeof entry.

8. Cash Prizes: 1st $3000, 2nd $1500,
3rd $500, 4th $250.

9. In the event that a non-cash prize
has more value than a cash prize, that
prize may be substituted at the sole
discretion of the Derby Officials.

10. The Everett Steelhead and
Salmon Club, The Port of Everett,
Volunteers and Sponsors accept no
responsibilities for loss, injury or
harmto any boat, vehicle, equipment,
contestant, passenger or observer
during this event. The Derby ticket
purchaser agreesto hold harmless all
Derby presenters, volunteers and
sponsors (or their agents) from any
and all liability in connection with
thisDerby.

11. The Ticket purchaser agrees that
any appropriate prize tax shall bethe
sole responsibility of the
prizewinner, and that the
aforementioned derby organization
shall have no liability for any such
taxes or fees. The prizewinner shall
also furnish their tax identification
number if so requested, before the
awarding of prizes.

12. For more information contact
Woody Woods at 425-501-4024 or
gothederby website.

Lance Husby takes
$10,000
top prize

in the
1st edition of the Resurrection
Derby at Friday Harbor

Friday Harbor, WA (December 4,
2010) 47 top-notch teams found
exceptionally good fishing inthe San
Juan Islands this past weekend and
hauled a total of 120 fin-clipped
hatchery Chinook up the docks
during this two day contest while
fishing the newest event in the
NMTA'sSamon Derby Series

Lance Husby (Marysville, WA) a
onetime salmon charter operator in
Sitka, Alaska, bested his nearest
competitor by almost a pound and a
half and saw his 19.29 pound winter
blackmouth earn him and the crew of
“Team Big Kahuna' acool $10,000,
a lst place trophy, and bragging
rights for the next year. “The Friday
morning cannon start was one of the
best parts of the derby” Husby said.
“On Saturday, Rosario Strait was
pretty messed up with the north wind
blowing 20-25 knots. In soppy
conditions, we caught 3 fish, and then
ranintoweighthe big one.” He went
on to say “I want to thank the
organizersfor putting on afirst class
event ... What a great derby and we
can'twaittill nextyear.”

Greg Baylis of Mt. Vernon WA, a
member of “Team Maka” won
$2500 for his 2nd place finish with
al7.90 pounder. Dale Nelsen of
Bellingham, WA, skipper of “Team
Blue 52" took home $1,500 for a 3rd
placeeffort withal7.34 poundfish.

Planners scheduled the event to
coincide with the opening week of
the winter fishing season in the San
Juan Islands. “The winter season in
the San Juans is a selective fishery.
We wanted to raise the awareness of
the benefits of fishing on hatchery
stocks, while promoting good
sportsmanship and resource
stewardship” said one derby
organizer, Andy Holman. “Everyone

who entered this derby is helping the
fishery” said Bobby Wilson, derby
organizer. Wilson went on to say,
“All net proceeds from the derby will
go directly towards salmon
enhancement projects’. KevinKlein,
Derby Chairman stated “1 am very
pleased of what we have
accomplished here. Everyone I've
talked to was very complimentary -
and all indicated they had a great
time. This event is the result of
hundreds and hundreds of hours of
planning and effort by members of
the San Juan Islands Chapter of the
Puget Sound Anglers.” Klein also
said, “The derby was conceived by
club President Jimmy Lawson as a
serious contest for serious anglers. |
think our team has successfully
developed Jim's vision, as we saw
the best-of-the-best here in Friday
Harbor this past weekend.” He also
said, “Not only did this provide an
economic benefit for our local
economy in adark time of the year,
but also gave us the opportunity to
showcase Friday Harbor, and all it
hasto offer.”

The Coast Guard
Auxiliary,
Edmonds,Wa.

Will be teaching Americas Boating
Safety Course three timesin 2011.
Completion and passing the test
will qualify the student to apply for
the Washington State Boaters Card.
This card is required if you are or
will be age 35, or older than than
age 12 in 2011 and operating a
power boat of 15hp or more.
Thisone day eight hour course will
betaught at theAuxiliary classroom
at Chuck Olson Chevrolet in
Shoreline, Wa..The cost is $25.00
plus $10.00 for a second person
studying from the same text.
Classes will be taught on MARCH
19, APRIL 16 and MAY 14, 2011.
For further information email
boatclasses@hotmail.com or
contact Jim Hewitson, tel. 425-774-
4 0 3 3



John’s Sporting Goods
1913 Broadway
Everett, WA 98201

Scotty Downrigger
Cleaning with 250’ Cable
or 300" Spectra
Downrigger Line
$39.95

Included in the price is new brake pads, your choice of 250" of 150Ib.
Cable or 300" 200Ib. of Cortland spectra downrigger line, cleaning and
|ubricating the downrigger.




John’s Sporting Goods
1913 Broadway
Everett, WA 98201

20% Discount
on your next In
store purchase

Items that are excluded: Downriggers, Ace Line Hauler, Shimano Products, G
Loomis, Electronics, items that are discounted, on sale, repairs, parts, and closeout
items. Cannot be used with discounted gift cards that are issued by John’s Sporting

Goods.
One coupon per customer
Not valid for online purchases or mail order

Valid only with coupon at the time of sale
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